Brandesburton Primary School
Subject area: Modern Foreign
Languages

MFL Statement of Intent, Implementation and Impact

‘Learning a foreign language is a liberation from insularity and provides an opening to other cultures. A high-quality
languages education should foster pupils’ curiosity and deepen their understanding of the world. The teaching
should enable pupils to express their ideas and thoughts in another language and to understand and respond to its
speakers, both in speech and in writing. It should also provide opportunities for them to communicate for practical
purposes, learn new ways of thinking and read great literature in the original language. Language teaching should
provide the foundation for learning further languages, equipping pupils to study and work in other countries.’
Languages programme of study Key stage 2. National Curriculum in England (DfES September 2013)
By the time pupils leave Brandesburton Primary School we aim to develop pupils who:Are global citizens, able to express their ideas and thoughts in another language.
We believe that many children really enjoy learning to speak another language. Secondly, we also believe that the
earlier a child is exposed to a foreign language, the faster the language in question is acquired. We also believe that
it is a good idea to introduce a new language to children when they are at primary school, as they tend to be less
self-conscious about speaking aloud at this stage of their development. We believe that learning a foreign language
can be instrumental in developing a pupil’s communication, speaking and listening skills which transfers across the
curriculum. We want to lay the foundations for future language study by our pupils. In our school a foreign language
is taught to all Key Stage 2 pupils as a discrete subject within the curriculum. In Foundation and Key Stage 1 modern
foreign language learning is encountered through other subject areas such as geography, PSHCE and RE. They also
have the opportunity to attend a French club with an external provider. We aim to foster a love of language learning
and stimulate children’s curiosity about language. We want our pupils to develop their awareness of cultural
similarities and difficulties.
Aims of the national Curriculum
To:
▪

understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources

▪

speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what they want to
say, including through discussion and asking questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their
pronunciation and intonation

▪

can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical structures
that they have learnt

▪

discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied.

Planning and Teaching
French is the modern foreign language taught in our school. We follow the Ilanguages scheme of work. We want to
keep pupils engaged and language learning fun, so a range of approaches are used including games, songs, videoclips and role-play. We use interactive whiteboard resources to support the delivery of the language. We also use a
multi-sensory and kinaesthetic approach to teaching, i.e. we try to introduce a physical element into some of the
games, as we believe that this serves to reinforce memory. We make the lessons as entertaining and enjoyable as
possible, as we realise that this approach serves to develop a positive attitude in the children to the learning of
modern foreign languages. We build children’s confidence through constant praise for any contribution they make in
the foreign language, however tentative.
In addition, opportunities are taken to integrate French into other areas of school life such as answering the register,
simple classroom commands, counting in French and recording the date in French. Labels in the target language are
displayed around out school designating different parts of the building and different resources. In response to
lockdowns during Covid, the MFL lead took responsibility for planning and delivering language learning online via the
school class blogs.
Every year we hold a whole-school language celebration day. The whole school are involved in a day of activities
aimed at broadening the awareness of cultural differences and fostering an interest in the language and traditions of
other countries, drawing on pupils’ interests and backgrounds where possible.
Inclusion
MFL is taught to all pupils in Key Stage 2 as part of our broad and balanced curriculum offer. This is an integral part of
our school vision ‘Together We Believe, Together We Achieve’. The emphasis is on engaging all pupils with
stimulating and exciting activities. Learning opportunities are matched to the needs of the pupils.
Staff training and development
The subject lead completed Primary MFL Initial Teacher Training awarded jointly by the Institut Universitaire de
Formation des Mâitres de Lorraine and University of Hull. She mentors and coaches staff delivering MFL who are not
subject specialists. This can take the form of planning activities and lessons or modelling lessons in the classroom.
The subject lead attends regular CPD within the local cluster and cascades this information back to staff teaching
MFL within the school.
Monitoring and Assessment
The subject lead monitors the delivery of MFL by observing lessons, coaching and mentoring and listening to pupil
voice. Observational feedback sheets are completed and shared with the Head Teacher. The subject lead updates
the MFL action plan termly and reports to the governing body. She liaises regularly with the governor responsible for
MFL. The subject lead liaises with the local secondary schools, so that they are aware of the modern foreign
language experience of our children when they move to the next phase of their education. A year 6 transition
document has recently been created by the local secondary school which all feeder schools including Brandesburton
will complete to ensure a smooth transition in language learning into year 7.
Most assessment is formative and is used to support teaching and learning and inform future planning. Summative
assessment is based on the age related expectations as set through the Primary ERSIP Languages Project 2018. (See
appendix a)

Pupil Voice

I really like French because
it’s easy to learn and we
play lots of games.
Bethany Class 3

French is fun. We play games
like Jacques a dit to help us
learn. Annabella class 3

Useful Websites
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary
https://www.french-games.net/
https://www.lightbulblanguages.co.uk/

https://www.digitaldialects.com/French.htm
Photos

joyeuses Pâques!
Happy Easter
La marelle
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