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Home Reading and  

TT Rockstars 

We are trying our hardest to improve 

reading fluency and arithmetic skills 

whole school. If you could support this 

at home with home reading and TT 

Rockstars, it would be very much ap-

preciated.  

 

     

**Please HELP!** 

Love for Reading 

7. Talk about books 

• This is a great way to make connections, develop under-

standing and make reading even more enjoyable. Start by 

discussing the front cover and talking about what it reveals 

and suggests the book could be about. Then talk about what 

you’ve been reading and share ideas. You could discuss 

something that happened that surprised you, or something 

new that you found out. You could talk about how the book 

makes you feel and whether it reminds you of anything. 

8. Bring reading to life 

• You could try cooking a recipe you’ve read together. Would 

you recommend it to a friend? Alternatively, play a game 

where you pretend to be the characters in a book, or discuss 

an interesting article you’ve read. 

9. Make reading active 

                                         Happy New Year!   

Welcome back to a new school term. We wish you all a Happy New Year. We do 
hope that you have all enjoyed some special times together over the Christmas 

period. From listening to all the excited stories, the holidays have been very  

special for our Brandesburton children.  

HOME READING  

This term, we re-launch our Home Reading. We wanted to share 

some research with you which demonstrates the importance of home 

reading. The information below is based on a 5 year old:  

• Never read to, 4,662 words 

• 1–2 times per week, 63,570 words; 

• 3–5 times per week, 169,520 words; 

• Daily, 296,660 words; 

What can be done at home? (DFE advice)  

1. Encourage your child to read 

• Reading helps your child’s wellbeing, develops imagination 

and has educational benefits too. Just a few minutes a day 

can have a big impact on children of all ages. 

2. Read aloud regularly 

• Try to read to your child every day. It’s a special time to snug-

gle up and enjoy a story. Stories matter and children love re-

reading them and poring over the pictures. Try adding funny 

voices to bring characters to life. 

3. Encourage reading choice 

• Give children lots of opportunities to read different things in their 

own time - it doesn’t just have to be books. There’s fiction, non-

fiction, poetry, comics, magazines, recipes and much more. Try 

leaving interesting reading material in different places around the 

home and see who picks it up. 

4. Read together 

• Choose a favourite time to read together as a family and enjoy it. 

This might be everyone reading the same book together, reading 

different things at the same time, or getting your children to read 

to each other. This time spent reading together can be relaxing for 

all. 

5. Create a comfortable environment 

• Make a calm, comfortable place for your family to relax and read 

independently - or together. 

6. Make use of your local library 

• Libraries in England are able to open from 4 July, so visit them 

when you’re able to and explore all sorts of reading ideas. Local 

libraries also offer brilliant online materials, including audiobooks 

and ebooks to borrow. See Libraries Connected for more digital 

library services and resources. 

 



 

 

Achievement Wall 

 

Rory received player of the match before Christmas and Zack 

received trainer of the week. 

Mia received two Stanley Awards in swimming and Elsie has 

been excelling in musical theatre.  Well done everyone! 

 

Top Table for Fri 17.1.25 

 

Remy FS2 

Luna Class 1 

Archie Class 3 

Delilah Class 5 

 



Dates for your Diary 

Event Date Other details 

Baby and 

Toddler 

Group  

Thu 16.1.25 Come and join us for play, snacks and mak-

ing friends.  Please spread the word. 

WORLD RELI-

GION DAY 

Sun 19.1.25 

Activities 

Mon 20.1.25 

Assembly / Class Activities  

Baby and 

Toddler 

Group  

Thu 23.1.25 Come and join us for play, snacks and mak-

ing friends.  Please spread the word. 

National Hand 

Writing Day 

Thu 23.1.25 Assembly / Class Activities 

Championing 

Maths 

Wed 

29.1.25 

9.00 am Parents and carers welcome to look 

at maths across the school and champion 

learning. 

Baby and 

Toddler 

Group  

Thu 30.1.25 Come and join us for play, snacks and mak-

ing friends.  Please spread the word. 

Championing 

Writing 

Tue 4.2.25 9.00 am Parents and carers welcome to look 

at writing across the school and champion 

learning. 

Baby and 

Toddler 

Group  

Thu 6.2.25 Come and join us for play, snacks and mak-

ing friends.  Please spread the word. 

Baby and 

Toddler 

Group  

Thu 13.2.25 Come and join us for play, snacks and mak-

ing friends.  Please spread the word. 

Break up for 

Half Term 

Fri 14.2.25   



Dates for your Diary 

Event Date Other details 

Safer Internet Day 11.2.25 Assembly / Class Activities 

International Day of 

women and girls in 

science 

11.2.25 Assembly / Class Activities 

Random act of kind-

ness 

17.2.25 WHOLE SCHOOL LINKED TO TOOL KIT 

FOR LIFE 

World Book Day 6.3.25 Assembly / Class Activities 

Science Week 10.3.25 Assembly / Class Activities 

Parent’s Evening 11.3.25 3pm – 6 pm 

Championing Science 12.3.25 2.30 – 3.15 Parents and carers welcome 

to see science in action across the school. 

Whole School SEND 

reviews 

24.3.25 Class teachers/ SENCO 

International Chil-

dren’s Book Day 

2.4.25 Assembly / Class Activities 

KS2 SATS 12.5.24 

– 

15.5.24 

Year 6 

Walk to School Week 19.5.25 Assembly 

Art Prize Week 19.5.25 Assembly 

Championing Curricu-

lum 

22.5.25 2.30 – 3.15 Parents and carers welcome 

to see history or geography in action 

across the school. 

Multiplication Check 2.6.25 Year 4 

Art Prize Award an-

nounced 

6.6.25 Assembly 

Phonics Screening 9.6.25 Year 1 

Whole School SEND 

reviews 

23.6.25 Class teachers/ SENCO 

Reports Out to par-

ents 

30.6.24 Reports Out to parents 

Summer Fair 7.7.25 

MON-

DAY 

2pm - 4.30pm 

Year 6 Performance 15.7.25 5pm After School to families and friends 

Year 6 Performance 17.7.25 10.30am to families and friends 


