Toolkit for Life — Questions to Ask at Home
Resilience

® What was something tricky you did today, and how
did you keep going?

® Did you make a mistake today? What did it help you
learn?

What would you try differently next time if something
didn’t work?

Listening & Communication

® Who did you listen to today, and why was that im-
portant?

® How did you show good listening in class or with
your friends?

Is there something you’d like help explaining or talking
about?

Kindness & Empathy

® How did you show kindness to someone today?

® Did you notice someone else being kind? How did it
make you feel? How do you think someone else might
have felt in a situation today?

Confidence & Independence

® What are you proud of today?

® What is something new you tried or would like to
try?

® What do you feel more confident about now than
before?

Teamwork & Relationships

® Who did you work with today?

® How did you help each other?

® What makes a good friend or teammate?

Brandesburton News
9.1.26

We would like to warmly welcome all our children, families, and staff back to
Brandesburton Primary School as we begin a new year together. We hope every-
one enjoyed a restful and happy break and is ready for an exciting term ahead.

January is a time for fresh starts and new opportunities, and the spring term is
full of learning, growth, and memorable experiences. Our children have already
settled back into school life wonderfully, and we are looking forward to seeing
them continue to thrive both in and out of the classroom.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. We look forward to working
closely with you throughout the term and sharing another positive and successful
year at Brandesburton Primary School.

ﬂome Reading and TT Roch

stars

We are trying our hardest to
improve reading fluency and
arithmetic skills whole school.
If you could support this at
home with home reading and
TT Rockstars, it would be very
much appreciated.

Tool Kit For Life
Toolkit for Life — Building Skills for the Future

At Brandesburton Primary School, we believe that
education is about much more than academic suc-
cess. Through our Toolkit for Life, we support chil-
dren in developing the essential skills they need
not only in school, but throughout their lives.

These skills include resilience, kindness, empathy,
confidence, teamwork, and the ability to listen and
communicate effectively. By helping children un-
derstand how to manage challenges, learn from
mistakes, and support one another, we are equip-
ping them with tools they can use in every aspect
of life.

Resilience allows children to persevere when
learning feels difficult, listening helps them build
positive relationships, and kindness creates a safe
and supportive school community where everyone
can thrive. These skills are taught, modelled, and
celebrated every day across the school, both in the
classroom and through wider school life.

We are proud of the way our children embrace the
values within our Toolkit for Life, and we appreci-
ate the continued support from families in reinforc-
ing these important skills at home. Together, we

are helping our children grow into confident, car-

Wd capable individuals, ready for the fuw




work, and a sense of responsibility.

As part of this work, we have developed our Community Action Plan, which helps children understand the
importance of giving back to our community and supporting people less fortunate than ourselves.
Throughout the year, we have a range of planned events and activities that encourage our children to help
others, show compassion, and make a positive contribution to where we live and the surrounding areas.

These opportunities allow us to put our Toolkit for Life skills into action — showing kindness through chari-
table events, resilience through challenges, and teamwork by working together for a shared purpose. They
also help opportunities to recognise that small acts of kindness can have a meaningful impact on the lives
of others.

We greatly value the support of our families in reinforcing these messages at home and in taking part
where possible. Together, we are helping our children grow into caring, responsible people of the future
who understand the importance of supporting our community and those who may need extra help.

Below are images of the Christmas cards designed by our Foundation Stage children and personally deliv-
ered to local residents, helping to share festive fun and bring joy to our community.

The Old
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pils in Years 1, 2 and 3 learnt Christmas carols and sang whilst serving their food. As part of their De-
sign and Technology learning, these children also baked bread and made soup, which they proudly
handed out in the village, demonstrating kindness, generosity and an understanding of caring for peo-
ple less fortunate than ourselves. Year 4 pupils showed responsibility and respect for their environ-
ment by taking part in litter picking around the village and park, helping to keep our local area clean
and safe. Meanwhile, our Year 5 and 6 pupils worked together to make and donate Christmas parcels
to the Santa Squad in Hull, showing empathy, organisation and compassion for others. These experi-
ences are a vital part of our Toolkit for Life, helping children to develop resilience, kindness and a
strong sense of community as they learn the importance of serving others and making a positive
difference.

What’s next on our plan?

Spring Term Focus

Our focus for the Spring term is inclusion and self-awareness. Throughout the term, children will be
encouraged to develop a deeper understanding of themselves and others, celebrating differences and
learning how to build positive, respectful relationships. These important areas link closely to our
Toolkit for Life skills and support children’s emotional wellbeing and personal development. Watch

this space as we begin to put our exciting and carefully planned ideas into action!
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already sent. Why not take part and send in some photos.

. \

CHRISTMAS READING %
CHALLENGE

% THE 12 CHALLENGES OF CHRISTMAS

Read a Have a whole Create a
Christmas family puppet show
bedtime story

Read a book Build a den
that is older and share a
than you story in it

TIS THE SEASON TO GET READING!



Mrs Laughton

Mrs Altoft: 95% Miss Day

Mr Trott: 97%

Mr Barnes: 98%

FS2—Year 6 110 Children had 100%

Home Reading percentages and top readers
Mrs Joplin: 70% Riley-Joe
Mrs Altoft: 84% George

Mr Trott: 85% Olivia

Mr Barnes: 75% lris

Mrs Laughton/Miss Day




Diary Dates

Event Date Other details

WORLD RELIGION DAY Mon 19.1.26 Assembly / Class Activities

National Hand Writing Day Fri 23.1.26 Assembly / Class Activities

Safer Internet Day Wed 11.2.26 Assembly / Class Activities
Mon

HALF TERM FRIDAY 13 FEBRUARY 2026

RETURN TO SCHOOL TUESDAY 24 FEBRUARY 2026

Swimming Wed 25.2.26 Week 1 for Y3 and some Y4
Swimming Wed 4.3.26 Week 2 for Y3 and some Y4
World Book Day and Fri 6.3.26 Assembly / Class Activities
Science Week Tue 9.3.26 Assembly / Class Activities
Parent’s Evening Tue 9.3.26 Spm — 6 pm
Championing Science Tue 9.3.26 2.30 — 3.15 Parents and carers wel-
Swimming Wed 11.3.26 Week 3 for Y3 and some Y4
Swimming Wed 18.3.26 Week 4 for Y3 and some Y4
'Whole School SEND reviews Mon 23.3.26 Class teachers/ SENCO
RW in action! Mon 23.3.26 Parents and carers invited to see RW in
Swimming Wed 25.326 Week 5 for Y3 and some Y4
EASTER BREAK FRIDAY 27 MARCH 2026

RETURN TO SCHOOL MONDAY 13 APRIL 2026

MAY BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 4 MAY 2026
KS2 SATS Mon 11.5.26 - 15.5.26 [Year 6
Walk to School Week Mon 18.5.26 Assembly

HALF TERM FRIDAY 22 MAY 2026

RETURN TO SCHOOL MONDAY 1 JUNE 2026

Art Prize Week Mon 18.5.26 Assembly

Championing Maths Mon 18.5.26 2.30 — 3.15 Parents and carers wel-
Multiplication Check Mon 1.6.26 Year 4

Art Prize Award announced June Assembly

Phonics Screening Mon 8.6.26 Year 1

Whole School SEND reviews Mon 22.6.26 Class teachers/ SENCO

Reports Out to parents Mon WB: 29.6.26 Reports Out to parents

Summer Fair Mon 6.7.26 2pm - 4.30pm

Brandesburton’s Got Talent Wed 15.7.26 School competition

Year 6 Performance Thu 16.7.26 5pm After School to families and
Year 6 Performance Fri 17.7.26 10.30am to families and friends

SUMMER BREAK FRIDAY 17 JULY 2026

RETURN TO SCHOOL WEDNESDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 2026

PTFA Events

9 February — PTFA Kindness Challenge
23 March Easter Bingo

18 May Disco

6 July Summer Fair

Top Table - 16 January

Rosemary Year 1
Sebastian Year 2
Isabelle S Year 3
Leyton Year 2




