ﬂome Reading and TT Roch

stars

We are trying our hardest to
improve reading fluency and

B ra n d es b u rto n N eWS arithmetic skills whole school.
If you could support this at
6 2 2 6 home with home reading and

TT Rockstars, it would be very
much appreciated.

Yy VVe re rocusing on mnandwriting

This term, our school is placing a big emphasis on handwriting — and for good reason! Learning to
write fluently is about much more than neat presentation. Strong handwriting skills play an important
role in children’s learning, confidence and overall success in the classroom.

When children have to think hard about forming each letter, holding their pencil, or spacing their
words, it can take up a lot of mental energy. This is known as cognitive overload. Once handwriting
becomes fluent and automatic, that mental load is reduced. Children are then free to focus on what
really matters: generating ideas, choosing interesting vocabulary, and expressing their thoughts
clearly.

By practising handwriting regularly and building good habits early, we help children become more
confident writers. Fluent handwriting supports progress across all subjects — from writing stories to

explaining maths reasoning and recording science observations. Our handwriting drive is about giv-
ing children a strong foundation so they can focus on learning, not just letter formation. Thank you
or supporting this important work at home by encouraging careful, consistent handwriting practice.

Home Reading percentages
and top readers

Mrs Joplin: 79% Remy
Mrs Altoft: 79% Zack/Jack
Mr Trott: 76% Fred

Mr Barnes: 83% Seb G
Mrs Laughton/Miss Day

Mr Barnes

We are following the guidance from The Na-
tional Handwriting Association. If you would
like to download the teaching pack we follow,
please go to the National Handwriting Associ-
ation and download their Toolkit.
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Handwriting Teaching in a Nutshell

The T team  *| LutH_j
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The ' team arnmhbhp

The ‘Fig-rag team 7 X VW ¥ k

1. Ensure the child is ready to write (can they draw kisses correctly?)
Encourage lots of large motor and fine motor movements such as climbing and cutting with scissors.™

2. Teach how to make the letter shapes
Use single letters with exit strokes and ensure the child knows which movement group each letter belongs
to. Teach by demaonstration and observing the children’s practice. Young children can make their letters in
sand, paste etc before using pens or pencils.

3. Teach capital letters and use for names, e.g. Oliver
Capitals are as tall as h, |, b etc and do not join to the other letters in a word.®

4. Write letters on a single line
The tails of g, p, etc should hang below the line.

5. Teach the relative size of letters
Give the three sizes names: attic (h, b, etc), room (a, e, etc), cellar (g, y, etc) or sky, grass, underground.

6. Show how words need a small space between them
Flease do not use a finger as a spacer — a lolly stick or piece of card is better. *

7. Teach how to join the letters
At this stage omit joining afterg. vy, j, x, 2.7

8. Encourage writing at increasing speed
Introduce loops to y, g, ] to increase fluency, and make other individual modifications.

9. Encourage self evaluation of handwriting using the ‘S’ Factors

These are sitting, size, shape, spacing, slant, stringing (i.e. joining) and speed.

* Only proceed beyond the star if the earlier stages have been understood and are used in practice. Stage 6 is
probably better addressed in Year 5 or above (age 9/10).



Mrs Altoft: 97%

Mr Trott: 92%

Mr Barnes: 94%

FS2—Year 6 99 Children had 100%

Mrs Joplin




Dorothy came 1st place in her age category and got
nominated for the ABC awards. Her hard work, de-
termination and commitment is really paying off
and the best bit is it's doing something she truly
loves.

Matthew wanted to share that he got to be
one of the mascots for Hull City vs Watford on
Tuesday evening. He enjoyed every minute of
his time meeting the players, training on the
pitch, cheering the team on and experiencing

championship football close up.

Jack received Coaches Player of the Match. He
looks very proud.

- Well done to you all!




you have. Each meal is £5.00

Friday 6 March

Fish Fillet, chips, peas, or Quorn dippers or Jacket Potato with
cheese and beans.

Apple Crisp and cream.

Friday 13 March

Fish Star, chips, peas, or Quorn dippers or Jacket Potato with
cheese and beans.

Chocolate sponge and custard.

Friday 20 March

Fish Finger, chips, peas, or Quorn dippers or Jacket Potato
with cheese and beans.

Raspberry Bun

Plus Friday 27 March - end of term special menu

Hotdog with fries, peas. Quorn Dog, or Fish Finger with chips




Diary Dates

Event [ [Date [Other details
HALF TERM FRIDAY 13 FEBRUARY 2026
RETURN TO SCHOOL TUESDAY 24 FEBRUARY 2026
Swimming Wed 25.2.26 Week 1 for Y3 and some Y4
Swimming Wed 4.3.26 Week 2 for Y3 and some Y4
World Book Day and Fri 6.3.26 Assembly / Class Activities
Science Week Tue 9.3.26 Assembly / Class Activities
Parent’s Evening Tue 9.3.26 3pm — 6 pm
Championing Science Tue 9.3.26 2.30 — 3.15 Parents and carers wel-
Swimming Wed 11.3.26 Week 3 for Y3 and some Y4
Swimming Wed 18.3.26 Week 4 for Y3 and some Y4
'Whole School SEND reviews Mon 23.3.26 Class teachers/ SENCO
RW in action! Mon 23.3.26 Parents and carers invited to see RW in
Swimming Wed 25.326 Week 5 for Y3 and some Y4
EASTER BREAK FRIDAY 27 MARCH 2026
RETURN TO SCHOOL MONDAY 13 APRIL 2026
MAY BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 4 MAY 2026
KS2 SATS Mon 11.5.26 - 15.5.26 [Year 6
Walk to School Week Mon 18.5.26 Assembly

HALF TERM FRIDAY 22 MAY 2026

RETURN TO SCHOOL MONDAY 1 JUNE 2026

PTFA Events

Art Prize Week Mon 18.5.26 Assembly

Championing Maths Mon 18.5.26 2.30 — 3.15 Parents and carers wel-
Multiplication Check Mon 1.6.26 Year 4

Art Prize Award announced June Assembly

Phonics Screening Mon 8.6.26 Year 1

Whole School SEND reviews Mon 22.6.26 Class teachers/ SENCO

Reports Out to parents Mon WB: 29.6.26 Reports Out to parents

Summer Fair Mon 6.7.26 2pm - 4.30pm

Brandesburton’s Got Talent Wed 15.7.26 School competition

Year 6 Performance Thu 16.7.26 5pm After School to families and
Year 6 Performance Fri 17.7.26 10.30am to families and friends

SUMMER BREAK FRIDAY 17 JULY 2026

RETURN TO SCHOOL WEDNESDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 2026

9 February — PTFA Kindness Challenge
23 March Easter Bingo

18 May Disco

6 July Summer Fair

Top Table - 30 January

Enes Year 1
Heidi FS2
Hunter Year 1
Chloe Year 6




