
 

Brandesburton News 

3.10.25 

BBC 500 Words Writing Competition – Brandesburton Pupils, Get Ready! 

We are delighted to let you know that the BBC 500 Words Writing Competition is back – and here 

at Brandesburton Primary School, we’re encouraging all our young writers to take part! 

500 Words is the UK’s biggest short story writing competition for children aged 5 to 11, originally 

launched by BBC Radio 2. It gives children the chance to show off their creativity, imagination 

and storytelling skills – all in just 500 words! 

What’s It All About? 

The rules are simple: write a short story (maximum 500 words) about anything you like. From 

time-travelling cats to haunted sandwiches, the possibilities are endless! 

Stories will be judged on imagination, originality, character, language and plot – not spelling or 

grammar, so everyone has a chance to shine. 

Amazing Prizes to Be Won! 

Finalists will be invited to a special awards ceremony, and their stories will be read by some very 

famous celebrities! There are also exciting book bundles and prizes for both winners and schools. 

Just imagine hearing your story read out on the radio by a TV star – it really could be you! 

Home Reading and TT Rock-

stars 

We are trying our hardest to 

improve reading fluency and 

arithmetic skills whole school. 

If you could support this at 

home with home reading and 

TT Rockstars, it would be very 

much appreciated.  

Class Attendance:  

Foundation Stage: 97% 

 

Mrs Joplin: 94% 

 

Mrs Altoft: 97% 

 

Mr Trott: 93% 

 

Mr Barnes: 94%  

Home Reading percentages and top readers 

Mrs Joplin:  50% Phoebe 

Mrs Altoft: 80% Isabelle 

Mr Trott: 63% Fred 

Mr Barnes: Dorothy 66%  

Key Information  
Who can enter?  
All Brandesburton pupils aged 5–11 
Word count: Up to 500 words 
Deadline: Entries must be submitted by Friday 
8th November 2025 
How to submit: Visit https://
www.bbc.co.uk/500words to upload your story 
Need help? Talk to your teacher – we’ll be run-
ning writing sessions in class to help you get 
started 
Why Enter? 
The competition is a brilliant way to practise writ-
ing, build confidence, and have fun with storytell-
ing. Whether your child already loves writing or 
just has a great imagination, 500 Words is a 
chance to let their creativity shine. 
At Brandesburton, we’ll be supporting pupils and 
we’ll celebrate all the entries sent in – win or not! 

Up and Coming 

Please see our dates sheet for 

all up and coming events.  

Foundation 

Mrs Altoft 

 

Mrs Altoft 



 

PTFA News!  

 

A huge thank you to everyone who joined our 

last meeting and came armed with amazing  

ideas!  

Our next meeting prior to the AGM is Monday 6 

October at 8.45am (straight after drop off) in the 

hall.  

This is a quick touch of base to share the plans 

for this year and celebrate last year.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expanding free school meals: what parents need to know   

 

Free school meals provide vital nutrition for children during the school day. The DFE have 
just announced that many more families will be eligible. Here's what parents need to know. 

Who will benefit from the expanded free school meals?  

Over half a million additional pupils will become eligible for Free School Meals under the 
new eligibility criteria. The change means that all households receiving Universal Credit, 
above the current £7,400 income cap, will qualify for this support.  

 This expansion builds upon the existing provision which already covers:  

 2.1 million disadvantaged children  

90,000 low-income students in Further Education  

Around 1.3 million infants under the Universal Infant Free School Meals programme  

When will these changes take effect?  

The new eligibility will take effect in September 2026. Families receiving Universal Credit 
will be able to access free school meals starting from the 2026/27 school year.  

How will this help families financially?  

This expansion will provide significant financial relief for families. If your household re-
ceives Universal Credit, you could save up to £495 per year per child on school lunches. 
For families with multiple children, these savings can make a substantial difference to 
household budgets.   

How will children benefit?  

Beyond the financial benefits, this programme ensures children receive nutritious meals 
during school hours, which supports their learning and concentration in the classroom, 
physical health and development and overall wellbeing.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you think your child is entitled to a free school meal, please follow the steps  

below:  

 

1. Go to: https://www.eastriding.gov.uk/learning/schools-colleges-and-academies/school-

meals/free-school-meals 

2. Click on ‘How do I apply for a Free School Meal’ 

3. Answer the questions 

4. It will take you to another site, create an account and you can apply there.  

 

In addition, you will receive lots of other benefits from completing these online forms (vouchers, 

meals during holidays, free clubs and lots more offers).  

 

For each child eligible for a Free School Meal, the school receives additional funding which in a 

small school like Brandesburton, makes a huge difference.  

Please take the time to check!  

If you need help doing this, please speak to any member of staff.  



 

Events coming up 

Come dine with us. 
 
Parents and family members are invited to join children at lunchtime for a cooked meal. 
 
Please book by paying on Parent Pay Price £5 per adult.  Please add a note to say which day 
you would be attending. 
 
Wednesday  8th October Roast Chicken Dinner or Jacket Potato , Orange Shortcake 
Wednesday 15th October Roast Pork Dinner or Jacket Potato, Artic Roll 
Wednesday 22nd October Roast Gammon or Jacket Potato, Fruit Cocktail and Ice cream 

 
November 
Wednesday the 5th November Bonfire Lunch. 

 

Top Table - 10 October 

Ella FS2 
Emily Class 1 
Jasmine Class 1 
Emily Class 4 



 

Achievement Wall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Riley-Joe and Harriet received trophy’s for some super dance 
moves. 
Lucas came first in the Cross Country on Tuesday.   
Well done to both of you. 
 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Diary Dates 

 

 

Event    Date   Other details   
Come Dine With Me Wed 8.10.25 Book on Parent Pay 

World Mental Health Day   Fri 10.10.25  Assembly / Class Activities  

Hello Yellow Fri 10.10.25 Dress in yellow see previous pages 

Parent’s Evening   Mon 13.10.25  3pm – 6 pm   

HALF TERM FRIDAY 24 OCTOBER 2025 

Diwali   3.11.25  Whole school celebrations (developing 

RETURN TO SCHOOL TUESDAY 4 NOVEMBER 2025 

Individual Photographs Thu 6.11.25 Individual and Family groups 

Remembrance Day   Tue 11.11.25  Assembly / Class Activities  

Championing Writing  Mon 20.10.25  8.45 start   

Anti-bullying Week  Tue 11.11.25  Assembly / Class Activities  

Whole School SEND reviews   Wed 12. 11.25  Class teachers/ SENCO   

Championing Writing  Mon 24.11.25  8.45 am Parents and carers shown 

Christmas Fair   Fri 5.12.25  2.30 pm All families and friends of 

Christmas Performances   Wed 10.12.25  10.00 am Foundation Stage   

Christmas Performances  Fri 12.12.25  10.30 KS2 Singing at church   

Christmas Disco   Mon 15.12.25  3.15 – 4.15 (snack and drink)   

Christmas Dinner Wed 17.12.25 All welcome £3 per lunch if you pay 

Christmas Jumper Day Wed 17.12.25 Kind donations to Save the Children 

CHRISTMAS BREAK FRIDAY 19 DECEMBER 2025 

RETURN TO SCHOOL MONDAY 5 JANUARY 2026 

WORLD RELIGION DAY   Mon 19.1.26   Assembly / Class Activities  

National Hand Writing Day  Fri 23.1.26   Assembly / Class Activities  

Safer Internet Day   Wed 11.2.26  Assembly / Class Activities  

Random act of kindness   Mon 9.2.26  WHOLE SCHOOL LINKED TO TOOL 

HALF TERM FRIDAY 13 FEBRUARY 2026 

RETURN TO SCHOOL TUESDAY 24 FEBRUARY 2026 

World Book Day and   Fri 6.3.26  Assembly / Class Activities  

Science Week   Tue 9.3.26  Assembly / Class Activities  

Parent’s Evening  Tue 9.3.26  3pm – 6 pm  

Championing Science   Tue 9.3.26  2.30 – 3.15 Parents and carers wel-

Whole School SEND reviews   Mon 23.3.26  Class teachers/ SENCO   

RW in action!  Mon 23.3.26  Parents and carers invited to see RW 

EASTER BREAK FRIDAY 27 MARCH 2026 

RETURN TO SCHOOL MONDAY 13 APRIL 2026 

MAY BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 4 MAY 2026 

KS2 SATS   Mon 11.5.26 – 15.5.26   Year 6   

Walk to School Week  Mon 18.5.26  Assembly  

HALF TERM FRIDAY 22 MAY 2026 

RETURN TO SCHOOL MONDAY 1 JUNE 2026 



Diary Dates 

 

PTFA Events   
October – Pumpkin Carving  

December – Wreath making  
8 December Movie Night   

9 December – PTFA Kindness Challenge   

23 March Easter Bingo   
18 May Disco   

6 July Summer Fair   

 

Event    Date   Other details   
HALF TERM FRIDAY 22 MAY 2026 

RETURN TO SCHOOL MONDAY 1 JUNE 2026 

Art Prize Week   Mon 18.5.26  Assembly  

Championing Maths   Mon 18.5.26  2.30 – 3.15 Parents and carers wel-

Multiplication Check   Mon 1.6.26  Year 4   

Art Prize Award announced    June  Assembly   
Phonics Screening  Mon 8.6.26  Year 1   

Whole School SEND reviews   Mon 22.6.26  Class teachers/ SENCO   

Reports Out to parents   Mon WB: 29.6.26  Reports Out to parents  

Summer Fair   Mon 6.7.26  2pm - 4.30pm   

Brandesburton’s Got Talent  Wed 15.7.26  School competition   

Year 6 Performance  Thu 16.7.26  5pm After School to families and 

Year 6 Performance  Fri 17.7.26  10.30am to families and friends  

SUMMER BREAK FRIDAY 17 JULY 2026 

RETURN TO SCHOOL WEDNESDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 2026 


